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GRIZ LOOK FOR FIRST BIG SKY WIN A G A I N S T  MON T A N A  STATE
rosenthal/j g 
1/9/78
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M I S S O U L A ---
The M o n t a n a  Grizzlies look for their first Big S ky C o n f e r e n c e  w in o f  the/ season 
against M o ntana State in Bozeman this Saturday. The Grizzlies and Bobcats s q u a r e - o f f  
at 8:00 p.m. in the MSU Fieldhouse. The game is the third of a tripleheader. The UM 
Cubs and MSU Bobkittens meet in a J V  contest at 3:00 p.m., followed by the MSU women 
against the Unive r s i t y  of A l a s k a - A n c h o r a g e  at 5:45 p.m.
M i s s o u l a’s KYLT radio and K U F M  radio will b r o a d c a s t  live coverage of the U M - M S U  game. 
Bill Schwanke calls the p l a y - b y - p l a y  on KYLT.
The Grizzlies had more than their share o f  troubles in the first w e e k e n d  of 
conference action. In addition to m e e t i n g  two formidable opponents in Idaho State and 
Boise State, the Griz were w i thout the services of senior A l l - A m e r i c a  candidate Michael 
Ray Richardson. The 6-5 guard had been a v e raging 27.1 points per game but was stricken 
with a bad case of the flu. He p l a y e d  five minutes in UM's 65-57 loss to Idaho State, 
but was too sick to continue. He did not suit-up or attend the Boise State game on 
Saturday. The Griz absorbed a 77-59 beating.
"There were two aspects of Michael R a y ’s sickness that really hurt us," UM coach 
J im B r andenburg said. "Because the illness o ccurred so late in the week, we had no 
chance to make adjustments to play w i thout him. Also, we m i s s e d  his p r e s e n c e  on the 
court as a catalyst. His loss of points did not affect us as much as losing his pas s i n g  
efficiency, his rebounding and his penetration. He is our s t a b i lizing force. We 
certainly hope he is ready for MSU," the UM m e n t o r  said.
Senior guard Ji m  Molloy, junior forward Craig Henkel, and sophomore center John 
Stroeder turned in good w e e k e n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  for Montana. Molloy tallied 23 points on the 
weekend and p rovided court leadership, Henkel p i c k e d  up 22 points and Stroeder had 18 in 
addition to 10 rebounds in each game.
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"We played one good game (against Idaho State) and one sub-par game (against Boise 
State)," Brandenburg said. "Missed lay-ins and shots that seemed to go in and out kept 
us from w i nning in P o c a t e l l o .”
The Grizzlies are now 7-6 overall and 0-2 in the conference. Michael Ray continues 
to lead the team in scoring but his average has dropped to 25.0 with his two points in 
five minutes against Idaho State. Allan Nielsen, Craig Henkel and John S t r o e d e r  are 
all averaging nearly nine points a game. S t r o e d e r  and R i c hardson are leading the 
rebounding game with 6.8 boards a contest.
M ontana State, 5-7, is lead b y  junior guard Craig Finberg (22.2 p p g ) . Finberg has hit 
over 30 points five times this season. J u n i o r  forward Chris Si n g l e t o n  has p l a y e d  very 
well lately, scoring 27 points against Boise State and 22 points against Idaho State over 
the weekend. He is now averaging 16.1 points. The other junior forward, Rod Smith, had 
31 rebounds over the weekend and is now ave r a g i n g  8.4 boards and 10.2 points a game.
The Bobcats are averaging 77.9 points a game on offense and giving up 83.1. They
are also being o utrebounded 49.7 to 42.6. The Cats shoot 44.4% from the field to 45.9% 
for the opposition.
"Montana State played very well in bea t i n g  Kent State at the KOA Cla s s i c , "
Brandenburg said, "and they p l a y e d  with intensity and i n t e l ligence in n e a r l y  beating
Boise State this past weekend. We know ho w  difficult it is to win in Bozeman. This is a 
key game for us."
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